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Students  have  radio  days 

Shawano  school’s  ham  station  ends  worldwide  talking  tour 


By  Rick  Barlow 

Press- Gazette 

WA200B/W  may  have  left  the 
airwave*  fur  good  Friday  night,  but 
the  memories  of  the  many  expen 
etu-e*  shared  around  the  world  will 
remain. 

The  w  eek  long  ham  radio  station 
at  franklin  Middle  School  has 
been  a  good  experience  for  those 
involved,  according  to  Alfred  Hov- 
e>  Jr.,  trustee  of  the  Shawano 
Schools  Radio  Club,  which  held  the 
event. 

"I  think  this  has  been  a  really 
good  idea."  Hovey  said  "There's 
iteen  a  lot  of  interesting  things  that 
have  happened." 

Hove)  said  it  was  funny  how 
some  of  the  students  dammed  up 
w  hen  they  sat  in  front  of  the  micro¬ 
phone  and  how  others  talked  so 
fast  they  found  it  hard  to  spell 
Shawano  to  listeners  in  Japan. 

The  students  had  originally  set  a 
goal  of  contacting  all  .50  stalls  and 
several  countries,  he  said.  When 
they  d«w>d  shop,  they  had  made 
1.602  contacts  reaching  all  50 


states  many  Units  over  and  57  for¬ 
eign  countries,  he  said. 

"The  contacts  have  been  unite 
liveable,”  he  said.  A  team  of  acien 
lists  from  MrMurdo  Station  in 
Antarctica  called  the  station  one 
night,  he  auid. 

Twelve-year-old  Tania  Faterick 
said  she  received  a  surprise  when 
she  contacted  a  man  in  Salinas, 
Calif .  where  her  aunt  used  to  live 
and  near  where  her  mother  now 
lives. 

"We  just  got  to  chatting  on  this 
thing  and  he  contacted  my  mother 
living  .15  miles  northeast  of  Sali¬ 
nas,”  she  said.  "I  heard  my  mom’s 
voice  over  the  radio!" 

Emily  Petersen,  12,  talked  with 
contacts  in  Indonesia  and  in  Ube- 
ria  in  Africa  but  the  signul  was 
weak,  she  said. 

"I’m  just  glad  to  be  on  the  ham 
radio,"  she  said,  “1  like  to  see  how 
many  places  I  can  contact  and 
make  new  friends." 

Petersen  said  she  plans  to  get  an 
operator's  license  this  summer  pro¬ 
viding  she  teams  Morse  Code. 

Came  Hovey,  12,  reached  lima. 


Peru,  at  the  tine  w  hen  Pope  John 
Paul  11  was  visiting.  She  auid  she 
spoke  with  a  nation  there  that 
opened  especially  for  the  pope’s 
South  American  tour. 

"It  was  weird  because  you  some¬ 
times  didn't  understand  what  they 
said,"  she  said. 

Fourteen -year-old  Joel  Ycakey, 
who  called  the  UA.  embassy  in  the 
nation  of  Guinn- Bissau  located  in 
northwestern  Africa,  said  he’d  also 
tike  to  get  his  license. 

"I  could  contact  people  all  over 
the  world  without  using  the 
phone,"  he  said. 

Nathan  Bosdeck,  12,  became  in¬ 
terested  in  ham  radio  after  he  saw 
Hovey  carrying  a  portable  ham  ra¬ 
dio  around.  He  said  he  ihen  got 
involved  in  the  ltadio  Club.  Bos- 
deck  listens  to  Morse  Code  about 
15  minutea  a  night  to  master  it  for 
the  license.  He  also  has  to  take  a 
30-question  test. 

Boedeck  said  he  called  Russia. 
Sweden,  Denmark  and  Indonesia. 
He  also  talked  to  a  man  in  North¬ 
ern  Walt*  who  was  driving  in  his 
car. 


"It's  lots  of  fun  talking  to  peo¬ 
ple,"  he  said.  "And  it's  u  lot  less 
expensive  thnn  on  the  telephone." 

Even  though  the  stulion  is  offi¬ 
cially  olT  the  air,  Hovey  said  they 
are  receiving  hundreda  of  letters 
from  people  returning  radio  calls. 
They  will  answer  in  the  form  of 
postcards  that  identify  the  station. 

The  station  was  started  as  a  way 
to  commemorate  Wisconsin's  entry 
into  the  union  in  May  l(MM.  The 
Shawano  Schools  Katiio  Club  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commission  for  a  special 
"200"  call  sign  to  amateurs  os  part 
of  the  last  phase  of  the  bicentennial 
celebration  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

Each  slate  has  been  given  a  200 
number  for  one  week  to  make  radio 
calls  across  the  country  and  the 
world.  The  program  started  in  De¬ 
cember  19«7  and  will  run  until  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Twenty-eight  F'ranklm  students 
as  well  as  amateur  radio  operators 
from  the  area  were  involved  in  the 
only  station  representing  North¬ 
east  Wisconsin. 


